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To His Great and Honourable C OUNC IL: 
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LordsSpiritual « Temporal ; 
7” che High and Honourable Court of Partiamgnr: Es 


AND 
To the truly Honourable 


The Honourable Houſe of COMMON S'of Encrtars 
Aſſembled in ParLiiament, 


The humble Petition of all the poor Confined decayed Freemen, and 
Freemens Widows, Priſoners in Lxdgate, Londor : 


I all Humble obedience ſheweth, 


CY 


6 I Hat in Ludpate Priſon ſlands Committed above 250 Freemen and Widdows ſince the firſ 


of June 72. which is far above double the nymber_ever detained in that Raiſon oa. v2 
numbers and ſorrows daily increaſe (moſt or all having been ſufficient | x IX 


brought to decay by the General Calamities of the Nation, as namely the contagious Plague, 
the dreadful and conſuming Fire, loſſes by Sea, the fruits and ſad effes of War, decay of Tra- 
ding 3 (And ſome for their Loyalty) and other loſſes : together by cruel and mercileſs dealings of 
Adverſaries, occaſioned by miſerable times, Tour Petitioners are caſt into Priſon , where they 
arcin all likelihood in want and miſery to end their days , during which their poor Wives and 
Children are expoſed to extream” bardſhip, want and miſery , And ſome becoming burthenſome 
10 their Pariſhes; Others their Apprentices, and Sons fore'd through neceſſity home to their Rela- 
tions and Friends. All *which proves of ſad Conſequences to City aud Countrey, others languiſh 
abroad, whilſt their Husbands arid Relations periſh in Priſon. CEL as 
And for that Tour pooy impriſoned Petitioners being moſt Tradeſ-men, might they enjoy their 
L iberty, could by their induſtry and labour maintain and ſupport thetaſelves. end Families from 
being Chargeable to any,- ani again become Serviceable to Tour Majeſty and Kingdoms. But ſuch 
Confinements do not only deſtroy all Priſoners and their Families, but alſo ruines other Families 
which depended upon and gain d their daily bread by and under Tour, now diſtreſſed Petitioners 
brought to decay as aforeſaid, and not able to pay their Debts. ens Sr 
And foraſmuch as our Freedom and Redemption ſtands ir the pleaſure of Your moſt Sacred 
HMajeſly, and in both Tour Majeſties High and Honourable and Great Conncils in Parliament, 
Toir Petitioners in all obedience humbly Implore Tour Majeſty and both Tour Honourable and 
| Great Councils to permit and ſuffer the Cries of poor decayed Freemen and Widows to be heard 
and entertained, ſo as to open Tour Fatherly and Kingly Compaſſion towards them in ſome expe- 


dient manzer, being the impriſoned ( Freemen ) of Toxr Majeſties Great and Honourable City c 
who its all obedient manner humbly prayes, 


That Your Majeſty would Graciouſly be pleaſed of Your wonted Goodneſs, 
Fatherly and .Kingly Clemency, together with both Your Majeſties Great 
and Honourable Councils in.Parliament to commiſerate and ſhew Your 
Compaſlions unto poor Confined Priſoners (as well Men as Women) who 
humbly beſeech and Implore (for the Mercies of Chriſt, ) That You 
would be pleaſed to iſſue forth Your Majeſties moſt Gracious A of Grace, 
to extend unto all poor Priſoners,ſoas that they may be forthwith diſcharg- 


ed gratis fromall Action and Actions, or any Writ, Attachment, Judgment, 


Executions, Or any other Proceſs of Law or Equity whatſoever, foto diſ- 
charge all Priſoners who were Priſoners Primo Feb 72. And that Your moſt 
gracious Att of Graces may paſs Apart forthwith for the releaſements of all 
the Freemen and Widows 1n the ſaid Prifon of Lydgate and the Juriſdiction 
of London Impoveriſhed and Impriſoned as aforeſaid within the Liberties of 
Your Majeſties Great and Honourable City of London, which will be a re- 
markable kindneſs of Your Majeſties and Honourable Councils Clemency to- 
the Freemen of that City. mm 


wi Aug Tour Petitioners 


} id as in duty boand, ever prog, &c&+ C. 
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